
The Tidings    

 

Christ Lutheran ChurchChrist Lutheran ChurchChrist Lutheran ChurchChrist Lutheran Church    

The Tidings 

Christ Lutheran ChurchChrist Lutheran ChurchChrist Lutheran ChurchChrist Lutheran Church    

MARCH 2018           



christlutheran-lj.org  2 

 

 

From the Pastor, to My Partners, … 

 

Many of us tend to do what we can to avoid thinking too much 
about the season of Lent. If anything, we may try to back in to it, 
hoping to skip most of the dreaded “giving up” and somber 
attitudes. And for good reason, most of the time, because many 
of us grew up with pretty dismal outlooks on this 40-day season 
just before Easter. 

 

We have forgotten the beauty and excitement that can come from new growth and fresh starts. Even 
the word itself – Lent – comes from Middle English meaning “springtime,” with the lengthening of the 
hours of daylight in the Northern Hemisphere. Things begin to grow! New things happen! 

 

Although “fasting” plays a large part in traditional observances of Lent, many 
today prefer to focus more on “growth” – gaining a renewed spirit and closeness 
to God, developing some positive new habits, and accomplishing deeds of 
kindness and service.  

 

We might think along the lines of Martin Luther in his Small Catechism description of the Ten 
Commandments. With each commandment, Luther reminds us to fear and love God, then lists 

something not to do. For example, “do not kill” means that we “neither 
endanger nor harm the lives of our neighbors.” So far, this could represent a 
form of fasting. Then Luther continues, and points us in a loving direction 
toward God and our world. In the same example, Luther adds “but instead 
help and support [our neighbors] in all of life’s needs.” God calls us to do 
more than simply “fast” or refrain from doing harm; God actually encourages 
us to reach out in loving service to our neighbors.  

 

Susan and I have begun some of a Lenten practice that actually leads all the way back to Advent 
(late last November) when she received a Thrivent Action Team grant to purchase fruit trees to grow 
fresh produce for a local food pantry. We now have seven citrus trees and 40 pounds of fertilizer 
ready to go!  

 

These trees need to find their home in the ground behind our parking lot at 
the church. We have a Rio Red grapefruit, Navel orange, Taracco blood 
orange, Meyer lemon, Brown Select satsuma, Owari satsuma, and Kimbrough 
satsuma. Join us in a Lenten planting party! We are looking now at Saturday, 
March 24th, as a planting day. Invite your friends, and we can celebrate the 
beauty of springtime renewal and new growth during Lent! 

 

God’s peace,  

 

 

Paul Geisler, Pastor 

Jeff gives it up for 
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HOME GROUP—MARCH 25TH  

    Join us  

On March 25, 6:00, 247 Chestnut, Home of the Ray-
burn’s. Ammar Habib and his mom will share about their 

Muslim faith. This comes from our discussions of the 
book, THE FAITH CLUB. Looking forward to an open dia-

log that will make us more aware of other religions with which we co-
exist. Hope you can make it!  

Lent Services 

March 7th-21st  

6:30 Lenten Meal-there is a sign up sheet in the narthex 

7:00 Lent Worship-we will be doing a study called, “A 

Crown of Glory” 

 

Our study sessions, “A Crown of Glory,” examines how God 

works through our lives as we respond to God’s grace in love and 

service in a society that values youthfulness. 
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Lily Sign-Up 
 

Help us decorate the altar with beautiful Easter 
Lilies. There is a Easter Lily sign-up sheet in  

narthex. Lilies are $7 
each. The last day to sign 
up will be March 25th.  
 

Bread for The World Bake Sale 

                   March 25th Palm Sunday 

Bring Baked Goods to Sell 

& Buy Some to Take Home 

Faith for Good Meeting, March 6th at 6:30PM 

 

Maundy Thursday Service, March 29th at 7:00PM 

 

Good Friday Service, March 30th at 7:00PM 
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Bread for Life Study Group 

 

Enhance your knowledge of the Bible and have a good time 

doing it! 

We have gathered since January, 2000. Some of the faces have 

changed, but our objectives have not.  We meet, Wednesdays, 

11:30am – 12:30pm  in the church library.  We discuss the read-

ings for the upcoming Sunday.  Copies of the appropriate Daily 

Faith Practices are usually on the library table.  There is no leader, no test, nothing but great 

fellowship and discussion—and a bit of chocolate. 

 
 

Library Lines 

 

We’re a whole lot cheaper than Amazon! 

We have many books from great authors, for example, Billy Graham, 

Max Lucado, and a book with many authors—the Holy Bible. We have many translations to 

choose from. And if you’re interested in learning more about a specific book of the Bible, we 

have studies that focus on a particular book. Lutheran history and theology, Spiritual Growth, 

Bible geography and history all grace our shelves, as do enjoyable Christian fiction choices.  

2018 Dates: July 9-13, 16-20, 23-27 

Now taking applications for Camp Manager and 

Staff 
Contact Pastor Paul – clcpastorlj@sbcglobal.net, or 979-297-2013 
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Boredom Busters 
Every Tuesday from 12:30-2:30PM  

Join us to learn a new game or bring a game and 

teach the rest of us.  Some of the games we 

have played:  Mexican Train and Chicken Foot 

dominoes, Uno, Oh Heck, Rummy, Crazy Eights.  Our thinking 

is "so many games, so little time."  No stress, just a good time 

and a lot of laughs.  Bring a friend.  All are welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday March 17th at 2:00PM 

No skill necessary!  It's just a fun time and anyone aged 5 to 
100 have the abilities to play.  Give it a try.  Please bring a 
snack to share.  Batter up!  

 

Tiki Time 

Is it the luck of the Irish?  No, it's the 

luck of the Tiki players!  We will be playing Thursday, March 1 at 6:30 

pm.  Agnes Harris and M Janke will be trying to hold onto their med-

als.  Give it a try!     
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Worship & Music Notes 
March, 2018 

 

We continue our Lenten journey as Jesus continues to preach and heal.  

We draw closer to Jerusalem and the cross. 

 

March 4th – 3rd Sunday in Lent.  Jesus disliked what he saw in the temple—merchants com-

mercializing the area of God’s house. His usually kind, gentle demeanor turned upside down—

the tables, that is. In many ways, Jesus turned many things upside down, including death. 

 

March 11th – 4th Sunday in Lent. One of the reli-

gious leaders, Nicodemus yearned to know more 

of Jesus’ teachings. He came to Jesus at night. One 

might question why at night? Could’ve been any 

of several reasons; fear, wanting what he thought 

would be quiet time alone with Jesus, who knows? 

At any rate he left enlightened and more at peace. 

Jesus has a way of doing that when we draw near. 

 

March 18th – 5th Sunday in Lent. Jesus arrived in Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover festi-

val. He spoke of seeds that must die in order for new growth to occur and be harvested. No 

doubt, this was a parable easily understood. Applying it to himself certainly gave it new mean-

ing. 

 

March 25th – Palm Sunday. After his triumphant arrival in Jerusalem, Jesus allows God’s 

plan to evolve, even though He knows it means he will suffer and be crucified. In the face of 

such horrible circumstances, He prayed, Not my will, but Thy will be done. 

 

March 29th – Maundy Thursday. 7:00pm. We will gather in remem-

brance of the Passover and share the Holy meal. We leave in silence 

as the altar is stripped. Jesus held the Passover meal with his disciples 

in a quiet place, offering Himself as the new covenant with his body and 

blood.  
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March 30th – Good Friday.  7:00pm.  Again, we will nail our sins to the 

cross as we recognize our part in Jesus’ suffering. We are asked to bring 

thirty pieces of silver as a reminder that we, too, have betrayed and de-

nied Christ. We gather in silence and hear again the Passion story from ar-

rest to burial. Judas was paid thirty pieces of silver to turn Jesus over to the 

authorities. Three different times Peter denied knowing Jesus. Jesus was beat-

en, crowned with thorns, made to carry his own cross, then crucified.  

 

Easter Vigil Prayer Gathering 

Between the Crucifixion and the Resurrection, there are two opportunities for prayer and 

contemplation. A sign-up sheet with designated time slots will be available for your quiet time 

with God. Reading materials, Bibles with different translations, CD’s, and other visuals will 

be there near the altar. Again, Dave McCrery will stay overnight at church to ensure your safe-

ty and comfort.  

 

If venturing out in the wee hours isn’t something you choose to do, there will also be another 

commitment opportunity to select a prayer time—wherever you choose to be, chances are in 

your pajamas in the comfort of your favorite chair.  

 

Looking Ahead 

 

April 1st – Easter Sunday! He is risen! We gather to celebrate Christ’s glory in His resurrec-

tion. He is risen indeed! Jesus has triumphed over death and atoned for mankind. We go forth 

as redeemed and beloved children of God. 

 

We will begin our  Easter season celebrations: 

7:00am, in the Gathering Area, followed by coffee and a bite to eat.  

9:00am, in the Sanctuary, followed by an Easter Potluck.  

 

Spiritual Growth comes in many ways. Here are a few opportunities. 

 

Quarterly Devotional booklets 

 

If you enjoy the quarterly “Christ in Our Home” and “The Word in Season” please let us 

know if there were no more copies available when you went to pick one up. We can always 

order more for the next quarter. We used to have some left over—but happily, they’re all 

gone! Do we need more? 
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March 01, 2018 

Dear Missionary Sponsors and Friends, 

Lenten greetings from Madagascar, 

The restoration and sustenance of our relationship with God, our neighbours and 
the earth is our Lenten preoccupation. It is therefore fitting for us to consider of our 
relationship with each other and the relationship we share with our brothers and 
sisters in other parts of the world during this time of prayer, repentance and giving.  

I would therefore like to take this opportunity to begin the planning process for my visit to your 
congregations this summer (July and August) and in the winter (December) of 2018. I would like to 
visit most of my family’s sponsoring congregations from July 13th – Aug 20th and Christ Lutheran 
Church in Texas in December of 2018. 

It is my hope that this visit will give us an opportunity to learn and reflect about our relationship and 
joint-mission as brother and sisters in Christ for the sake of the world.  

It is important for you to confirm whether you are willing to have me visit your congregation this 
summer. Your confirmation will help me to determine if I need to include your congregation in the 
planning process. Below you will find the purpose of the visit, suggested activities, proposed dates 
and the cost concerning my visit to your congregation: 

Purpose of the visit:   

As already noted the visit will give us an opportunity to strengthen our relationship and collaboration 
for the sake of God’s mission. I look forward to sharing stories and experiences about the work which 
ELCA companion churches overseas are doing through your support. And the work which I do on 
your behalf as ELCA member churches.  

 The gospel according to Matthew tells us that while John was in prison he heard of the works of 
Christ, he sent word by his disciples and said to Jesus, “are you the expected one, or shall we look 
for someone else? “Jesus answered and said to them, “Go and report to John what you hear and 
see:  the blind receive sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them (Matthew 11:1-5).  

While there are many challenges in the world and in Madagascar, West and Central Africa where I 
serve, ELCA companion churches are at work through the support of the ELCA bringing hope to 
marginalised and forgotten communities. Yes, through “God’s work, our hands”:  

• Farmers in poor countries are learning how to utilize modern methods of agriculture to increase 
crop production to feed their families and conserve the environment.  

• Both male and female students in remote villages receive an education 
• Women are given an opportunity to participate in community empowerment projects to deal with 

issues which affect the health and survival of their communities 

Lutheran health centres provide health care to the poorest communities in the region 
·The churches in Madagascar, West and Central Africa continue to grow and to proclaim the 

message of the Gospel in the most remote parts of their countries. 

Living out the message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ is not only about what we proclaim but it is also 
about what we do. I have incredible stories to share with you and I cannot wait to arrive at your door 
step to talk to you about God’s work in the region where I serve.  

Activities during the visit:  

During the visit I will be available for the following activities:  

-Preach for your congregations if requested 
-Teach Sunday School 
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-Facilitate youth or adult Bible study session 
-Do a power point presentation about my work, temple talk, conversations with groups (youth and 

adults) 
-Participate in vacation bible camps or any other activities you would like me to participate in.  

We can discuss the activities you would like me to participate in with each congregation separately.  

 

Proposed Dates:  

Please allow me to share with you some proposed dates for the visit. I would like to do my best to 
accommodate your congregation. Please check the dates allocated for your congregation and let me 
know if these dates can work for you? 

Good Shephard Lutheran Church, Bismarck, ND – visited in Dec 2017 

Messiah Lutheran Church, Troxelville, PA – July 13 – 16 

Bethany Lutheran Church, Pittsburgh, PA – July 19 – 22/23 

ELCA – Missionary Conference (Chicago) – July 23 – 27 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Bellevue, NE – July 27 – 31 

Macksburg Lutheran Church, Canby, OR – July 31 – August 03 

Peace Lutheran Church, Pendleton, OR – August 03 – 06 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Dallas, OR – August 06 – 09 

Faith Lutheran Church, North Bend, OR – August 09 – 13 

United Lutheran Church, Eugene, OR -  August 13 – 16 

Desert Hill Lutheran Church, Green Valley, AZ - August 17 – 20 

Christ the King Lutheran Church – possible visit – December 2018 

Visit Cost:  

Following the ELCA practice for Home Assignment visits:  

The ELCA will be responsible for my travel cost from Madagascar to the USA. Missionary 
Sponsoring Congregations/your congregation will be responsible for the cost of my local (USA) travel 
cost to and from your congregation. Your congregation will also be responsible for my 
accommodations and provisions during my visit to your congregation.  

Here is a proposed breakdown of local flight cost and other provisions:  

Train and shuttle from New York to Harrisburg - $150 

Flight Pittsburgh to Chicago - $160 (flight + baggage)  

Chicago to Omaha - $190 (flight +baggage)  

Omaha to Portland - $230 (flight +baggage)  

Portland to Phoenix - $290 (flight + baggage)  

Phoenix to New York - $205 (Flight + baggage)  

Total = $1,225 divide by 9 congregations = $136,11 per congregation.  

Please note that Christ Lutheran and Emmanuel Lutheran are not included in this cost estimate 
because I will not be visiting these congregations in July and August 2018. 

I am kindly requesting each congregation to send a contribution of $136.11 to the 
address below to assist me with USA flight cost to and from the airport/train station 
nearest to you.    
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Please send a check in my name, Lancelot T. Mkhabela to this address:  

Lancelot T. Mkhabela  
c/o Carol Hendrickson  
P.O. Box 7572 
St. Thomas, USVI, 00801 
 
Airport Pick Up and local transportation:  

I will need your assistance concerning local transportation and airport pickup when visiting your 
congregation 

When I am in Pennsylvania: 

Messiah Lutheran and Bethany Lutheran can share the responsible for driving me from Beavertown/
Troxelville to Pittsburgh. 

When I am in Oregon:  

All the congregation I will visit in Oregon are within a four-hour radius. The congregations in Oregon 
will participate in the process of helping to get me to and from their congregation as we did during my 
last visit.  

Accommodation:  

While visiting your congregations I am open to staying with willing members of your congregations, 
hotel accommodations is welcomed if offered but not necessary. Your congregation will be 
responsible for my accommodations while I visit your congregation.  

Food/Meals:  

I do not have any allergies; I will welcome any food you are willing to offer. Your congregation will be 
responsible for my meals while I visit your congregation.  

Please feel free to ask, if you have any questions or concerns, 

Lancelot Themba Mkhabela, Pastor 

ELCA Regional Representative for Madagascar, West and Central Africa (Missionary) 

 

 

2018 Church Directories  
 Available to be picked up at the church 

Please let us know if you notice any corrections or updates. 

The Pirtle’s 979-798-5016 

Linda Pirtle 979-415-5565 

Shane Pirtle 979-415-4063 

Cody Pirtle 979-415-5075 clp.pirtle.22@gmail.com 
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  Hope at home 
How the Salvadoran Lutheran church helps returned migrants 

Returned migrants pray together as part of the Salvadoran Lutheran Church’s 
migrant ministry program. Church staff meet periodically with program participants to 
provide spiritual, emotional and practical support for their microenterprises. 

 

Blanca Irma Rodriguez (right), a pastor and 
migrant ministry coordinator, meets with a 
program participant  to  review cost and sales 
information for his bicycle repair shop, a mi-
croenterprise the Salvadoran  Lutheran  
Church  helped him launch  

By Stephen Deal 

Editor’s note: Names of Salvadoran migrants in this ar-
ticle have been changed for their safety.  

At a gathering for returned migrants in El Salvador, Ed-
uardo listened as others shared their stories. When it 
was his turn to speak, his voice broke: “I lost hope that I 
would ever see my family again, nor did I think that I 
would receive help from a project like this one.”  

That project is part of the migrant ministry of the Salva-
doran Lutheran Church, which accompanies families as 
they seek a better quality of life in El Salvador.  

Extreme poverty often causes Central Americans to 
make the dangerous trip to the United States. In the 
coastal village where Eduardo and his family live, for 
example, fishing is a form of economic subsistence, but 
it’s not enough to make a decent living.  

“When it reaches the point where all you can offer your 
children is tortillas with salt, something must be done,” 
said Adolfo Arrue, a community leader in Eduardo’s vil-
lage. “So someone emigrates. Of the 175 families here, 
every family has at one member living and working in 
the U.S”  
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As soon as they find work, they send remittances. “It’s not a lot of money, maybe $100 a month, 
often less,” Arrue said. “But it keeps the rest of your family in El Salvador from going hungry.” 

That’s why Eduardo emigrated a couple of years ago, a decision that almost cost him his life.  

Like so many others, he contracted the services of a coyote (smuggler) to guarantee safe 
passage through Mexico. Early in the journey, the coyote demanded an extra $500 from 

Eduardo and his fellow travelers. If they didn’t pay, he said they would be handed over to the 
Zetas, a Mexican drug cartel known for preying on migrants in transit. The Zetas’ ransom 
demands are higher; the penalty for nonpayment is execution.  

Fortunately for Eduardo, three relatives came up with the $500 ransom. But he wonders what 
happened to the others. Those Memories still haunt him, he said.  

Start-up grants offer hope  

Thousands of Salvadorans have a similar story to Eduardo’s.  

While accurate numbers on those leaving the county are impossible to obtain, the General 

Direcotrate of Migration and Foreign Affairs (DGME by its Spanish acronym) says nearly 53,000 
Salvadorans were detained and deported during 2016-close to 200 per day. Of that total, 17 
percent were children, a number that has risen steadily since 2011. 

The DGME is responsible for the repatriation of returned migrants, but it lacks funds to help 
them with the reintegration process.  

Telma described her experience after being deported in April 2017: “[DGME] gave us two 
pupusas (typical Salvadoran food) and a talk. After that, they wished us well and sent us on our 
way.” 

Both Telma and Eduardo have found new hope in the church’s migrant ministry. The 
Salvadoran Lutheran Church not only offers basic humanitarian assistance-food, medical care 
And psychological attention-it also attempts to address the economic desperation that causes the 
poor to emigrate in the first place.  

One approach has been providing start-up funds for returned migrants to start microenterprises, a 
process that is slow and deliberate, said Lutheran pastor and ministry coordinator Blanca Irma 
Rodriguez. 

“We don’t tell them what to do. Rather, they propose a business venture that they think will work, 
including how  and where to start it,” she said. “By answering a series of basic questions, they soon 
realize whether their idea is viable or not.”  

In Eduardo’s village, a range of enterprises are up and running: local stores, a fish processing 
business, the first unisex beauty salon, a bicycle repair shop, a plantain farm. All are owned and 
operated by returned migrants.  

This project offers a viable alternative to the existing model of subsistence, emigration and 
remittances in this part of El Salvador. “The project’s motto is “To emigrate is not the answer, ‘” Arrue 
said. “It stops youth from only thinking about pursuing the American dream.” 
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“All we can do is trust God”  

Elsewhere in El Salvador, the challenges faced by poor families-especially those living in urban are-
as-aren’t just economic. They confront threats, insecurity and violence in their homes, schools, 
workplaces and even churches. Much of it is related to gang activities.  

El Salvador has one of the highest murder rates in the world. Extortion by gangs and other forms of 
organized crime is a daily reality in poor neighborhoods-areas where Lutheran congregations are 
located.  

Juan, 16, lives with his mother in a gang-controlled neighborhood. They had been left alone until the 
gang ordered him to stop visiting his brother’s house in an area controlled by a rival outfit. Juan visit-
ed less but didn’t stop altogher.  

In retaliation, the gang ambushed Juan’s brother while he was wlking home from church. He suf-
fered multiple gunshot wounds. For the next month, Juan’s family temporarily lived in hiding while 
his brother recovered.  “We know that our lives are at risk, but we have nowhere else to go,” Juan’s 
brother said. “The police can’t protect us….All we can do is trust in God.” 

Families like Juan’s-victims of violence who are one step away from emigrating-are turning to the 
Lutheran church for help.  

While the country’s murder rate has declined, social violence persists, Rodriguez said, adding, 
“Three years ago, we only talked about gang violence. Today the police are also committing abuses 
in a nationwide crackdown on gangs. …. 

Gangs responded by killing police officers. In retaliation, neighborhood sweeps have turned violent. 
All youth are targeted in police operations, including those trying to avoid the gangs. Now they fear 
the police as well.” 

While the spiral of violence continues, Rodriguez and her staff persist. “We see the suffering of our 
people,” she said. “We can’t help everyone. But we accompany those who ask us for help and we 
know that we have saved lives. For their sake, we will keep working.”  

 

 

Gang violence is another key reason families are fleeing El Salvador. Pictured here are incarcerated gang 

members who were visited by local church leaders, including Salvadoran Lutheran Church Bishop Medardo 

Gomez, at the Izalco Correctional Facility. As part of the “nationwide crackdown on gangs,” theses pastoral 

visits are no longer permitted.  
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AMMPARO 

The ELCA supports the migrant ministry of the Salvadoran Lutheran Church through its AMMPARO 
initiative. AMMPARO stands for Accompanying Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Repre-
sentation and Opportunities. This  holistic response to the migration from Central America was 
adopted by the 2016 ELCA Church wide Assembly. Learn more at elca.org/ammparo.  

 

 Stephen Deal is regional representative for 

ELCA global mission in Central America.  

BTU: Buy The Unit 
Summer time and the living won’t be easy unless we get the next air conditioner replaced.  
What?!?  Another air conditioner needs replacing?  How many air conditioners does this church 
have? 
During Lent, we will have a collection jar in the narthex to collect pocket change – 
Coins for Cooling.  We will also have the BTU board: Buy The Unit. The new air con-
ditioner needed is an 8.5 ton unit, or roughly 100,000 BTU (British 
Thermal Unit).  Each Post It note on the board represents 1000 
BTUs.  For a donation of $20, you can uncover a piece of the board.  
When all the pieces are uncovered, we will have raised $2,000 to-
wards the new air conditioner. 
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YOU'RE INVITED 

You're invited to a special event 

Get important financial and 

economic updates from a 

membership organization of 

Christians that ' s been 

helping members be wise 

with money and live 

generously for more than 100 

years. 

It seems that some financial topic is in the 

headlines every day. Should those headlines 

influence your decisions around your financial 

strategy? Find out how to use this information 

to make wise decisions about your money at the 

Economic Update Workshop. 

 

ECONOMIC UPDATE WORKSHOP        

Thursday, March 22, 2018 

6:30 p.m. 

Christ Lutheran Church 

86 Plantation Drive Lake Jackson, TX 

RESERVE YOUR PLACE TODAY 

Please call Christ Lutheran Church at 979-297-2013 or email clcoffice@sbcglobal.net. 

Dinner will be served at the event. 
This session is hosted by Thrivent Financial representative Bryan C Davis, FIC, CLT«C 

 

Securities and investment advisory services are offered through Thrivent Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 
55415 , a FINRA and SIPCmember and a wholly owned subsidiary of Thrivent Financial, the marketing name for Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans, Appl eton, WI. Thrivent Financial representatives are registered representatives of Thrivent Investment Management Inc. 

No productsw i ll  be so ld. Appleton, Wisconsin • Minneapolis, Minnesota •  Thrivent.com • 800847-4836  

II 
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Bu-dump, bu-dump, bu-dump, bu-
dump.  What’s that sound?  
BASKETBALL!!!BASKETBALL!!!BASKETBALL!!!BASKETBALL!!!   

 

It’s time for March Madness!  Have 
you been watching the games, 
following the statistics, plotting your 
strategies for which teams to pick?  
Some of you do (and I know who you 
are Harry & Marge). Not me.  But that 
won’t stop me from playing.  I play the 

odd strategies, like whose mascot would win in a fight (predators over prey) or the 
color blue (which doesn’t work so well when both teams wear blue).  It’s all about a 
reason to cheer for a given team during the March Madness tournament.   

Bracket entries are the same low price they’ve always been - $10 each.  The money 
raised this year will go to Property for the new air conditioner for the narthex and adult 
Sunday school room.   You want to be comfortable having a cup of coffee after 
church?  Enter a bracket!  Enter two brackets!  If you need help picking teams, join us 
at the Bracket Party. 

 

 

BRACKET PARTY: Monday, March 12th, 6 PM in the 
parlor 

You can submit brackets on paper (forms will be available 
on Monday, March 12) to the church office, via email to 
Kathy Sims at sims7572@sbcglobal.net or online when 
Yahoo opens up bracket pools (I will send the link out when it’s available).  This year I 
plan to run the bracket pool in parallel: online and in the Excel spreadsheet, with the 
goal of going 100% online next year.  It’s really fun to be able to browse everyone’s 
brackets and get live updates after each game. 
 
BRACKET DEADLINE: NOON, ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14TH. 

You can pay at the bracket party or with your regular offerings, just be sure to note on 

your envelope or check the amount that is for March Madness.  Thanks for playing 

and GOOD LUCK! 
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The Lunch Bunch will be meeting at Shanghai 

Friday, March 2nd at 11:00AM 

Please join us for fun, good food and  

great fellowship and conversations.  

Society of St. Stephen has been  in great demand in the past two 

months. There have two main reasons why people have been re-

questing assistance.  First, the cold weather we experienced in 

January and February caused electricity bills to increase signifi-

cantly. For people on a fixed income, this creates great hardships. 

Our small contribution helps them over this hurdle.  Second, 

some clients have moved here because there are jobs in the area. 

Some of the companies hire workers on contract basis, then have 

layoffs when the job ends, or the company funds run low. We 

have been able to help 65 clients in the past two months! 

 

One young couple had just had a baby, so the wife was on mater-

nity leave, and the husband was laid off for two months. They 

were desperate for help!  We were able to make a pledge, and re-

fer them to some other Christian agencies in the area. Together we 

were able to pay most of the rent that month, and the landlord was 

gracious enough to help them look for housing with lower month-

ly rent. 

 

The Society of St. Stephen are a group of people from the First 

United Methodist, Chapelwood United Methodist, and Christ Lu-

theran Church who are committed to providing emergency or 

temporary assistance to local people in need.  We are very grate-

ful for your support! 
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  Sunday, March 4th Sunday, March 11th  

Reader Ernest Clark Sandy Wand 

Ushers 
Donna Tetlow Jose Saavedra 

Floyd Ellington Floyd Ellington 

Greeter Esther Braden Diane Tweedle 

Ppt Tech Jean Warren Patty Northam 

Musician Mary Morgan  

$ Counters Betty Massey/ Agnes Harris Bob Drake/ Donna Tetlow 

   

   

 Sunday, March 18th  Sunday, March 25th  

Reader Jean Warren Betty  Massey 

Ushers 
 Bob Drake 

  

Greeter Dan Wand Louise Drake 

Ppt Tech  Dave McCrery  

Musician   

$ Counters Ronnie Tweedle/ Julie Saavedra  Sandy Naill/ Dan Wand 

Altar Guild Team for March is Betty’s team. 

If you would like to be a part of the Altar Guild contact the  

Church Office: clcoffice@sbcglobal.net or 979-297-2013.  

Alison Blevins 

Maddie Bone 

Liz Ellett 

Leon Giese 

Agnes Harris 

Verlene Heady 

Joe Jones 

Dorothy Krug 

Barb Lundahl 

Roselyn Lykken 

Daniel Mendoza 

Jimmy Neece 

Steve Ray 

Dorothy Rayburn 

Leota Romaine 

Doris Schwank 

Dennis Smith 

Gail Smith 

Connie Spangenburg 

Joy Stanley 

Patty Walker 

 

 

Mar.4  Charlene Elkins 

Mar.4  Betty Massey 

Mar.4  Barbara Ray 

Mar.5 Joseph Jones 

Mar. 9 Doris Schwank  

Mar.12 Verlene Heady 

Mar.15 Gail Smith 

Mar.26 Veronica Waldrop 

Mar.30  Dennis Smith 

Mar.30 Margaret Janke  
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March 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

 1 

Tiki  6:30PM  

2 Lunch 

Bunch  11AM   
Shanghai 

3 

4  

Worship 9AM 

 

5  

 

6 

Boredom 
Busters  
12:30PM 

Faith 4 Good 
Meeting 

7 Bread for 

Life, Library 
11:30AM 

Lenten Meal 
6:30PM 

Lent 7:00PM 

8 

 

9  

 

10 

 

11  

Worship 9AM 

 

12 

March Mad-
ness Party 

6:00PM 

13 

Boredom Bust-
ers 12:30PM 

 

14 Bread for 

Life, Library 
11:30AM 

Lenten Meal 
6:30PM 

Lent 7:00PM 

Bracket  Dead-
line 

15 

 

16 17 

DartBall 
2:00PM 

18 Worship 

9AM 

Council meet-
ing  2PM 

 

19 20 

Boredom 
Busters  
12:30PM 

21 

Bread for Life, 
Library 
11:30AM 

Lenten Meal 
6:30PM 

Lent 7:00PM 

22 Thrivent 

Workshop 
6:30PM 

 

23 

 

24  

 

25  

Worship 9AM 

Home Group 
6PM 

Palm Sunday 

26 27 

Boredom 
Busters  
12:30PM 

28 Bread for 

Life, Library 
11:30AM 

 

29  Maundy 

Thursday 
Worship 
7:00PM 

30 Good 

Friday  

Worship 
7:00PM 

31 
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CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

86 Plantation Drive 

Lake Jackson, TX  77566 

 

 

 

THE TIDINGS is published monthly by  

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH, 86 PLANTATION DRIVE 

LAKE JACKSON, TX  77566-0948 

Pastor…..Pastor Paul Geisler, Jr.: clcpastorlj@sbcglobal.net  

Secretary……Ericka Medlin: clcoffice@sbcglobal.net 
 

Office Hours…..Mon.-Fri…..8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

Phone….979-297-2013 

Fax…..979-297-7868 

Web Site…..www.christlutheran-lj.org  

 

Ministers…..The People of Christ 

 

Ministry Support 

Iglesia Luterana Agustina de Guatemala 

 

 

 

    

    

The Hands of ChristThe Hands of ChristThe Hands of ChristThe Hands of Christ    

Worshiping Learning ServingWorshiping Learning ServingWorshiping Learning ServingWorshiping Learning Serving    

TogetherTogetherTogetherTogether    

Worship Schedule 

Sunday  9:00 AM 

Christian Education for all ages 10:15 AM 


